19.   DESHRHAKTAS ARREST

Just at the time of going to the press, I received the tele-
graphic news that Deshbhakta Konda Venkatappayya has been
arrested. He is the greatest and the best among the Andhras.
His fault was that he loved India better than his ease, I con-
gratulate the Deshbhakta and the Andhra friends. This great
servant of the nation will have well-earned rest and the cause will
prosper in spite of his withdrawal from our midst. For though
his body can be imprisoned by the Government, they cannot take
away his spirit from our midst.

Toung India, 9-3-1922

20.   FOREIGN PROPAGANDA
I see that there is a great deal of misunderstanding about the
scope of foreign propaganda undertaken by the Working Committee.
I see that it was a mistake not to have published the report that
was adopted by the Working Gommittee. Here it is :
To THE CHAIRMAN OF THE WORKING COMMITTEE OF
THE ALL-INDIA CONGRESS COMMITTEE, DELHI
SIR,
At the meeting of the Working Committee held at Surat on 31st
January last, the following Resolution was passed:
"The Working Committee records its firm conviction that dissemina-
tion of correct news about Indian political situation in foreign countries is
absolutely essential and refers to Mahatma Gandhi all the correspondence
on the subject of foreign propaganda now with the Working Secretary
with a request that he should prepare a definite scheme in tjiat behal
at an early date so as to enable the next meeting of the Working Com-
mittee to consider it.*'
Having considered the resolution and the papers forwarded to m<
by the Secretary, I beg to report as follows:
In my opinion it is not only undesirable but it taay prove evei
harmful to establish at the present stage any Agency in any foreign coiin
try for the dissemination of correct news in such country about the poli
tical situation in India, for the following reasons:
First, because it would distract public attention and instead c
making the people feel that they have to rely purely on their own strengti